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Executive Summary

 nlike today, where the federal government has almost unchallenged 
authority over immigration policy, in years past, states o�en had more con-
trol over immigration than the United States. �at changed in the late 1800s 
when the U.S. Supreme Court greatly expanded federal power through an 
expansive interpretation of Congress’s enumerated power “to establish a 
uniform Rule of Naturalization” in Article I Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion. 

Texas has rightly sought to expand its ability to deal with illegal aliens. Even 
though it has failed in the face of federal assertions of questionable power, 
Texas should not give up this approach. Texas should assert its authority 
under Article 1, Section 10 of the Constitution to declare the current �ood 
of illegal aliens crossing our border an invasion and shut down illegal bor-
der crossings itself. 

Yet Texas should not give up hope of changing federal law on this issue. 
As immigration reform legislation works its way through Congress, Texas 
should push its representatives in Congress to expand the power of states 
to deal directly with illegal immigration. �is would include allowing states 
to fully enforce federal immigration laws, make a violation of federal immi-
gration law a state crime, and make it illegal for illegal immigrants to apply 
for, solicit, or perform work.

�e U.S. government is radically changing the nature of our country 
through its open borders policy. Returning more authority to the states 
would restore some of the balance of our system of federalism and make 
signi�cant progress in getting our immigration problem under control. 
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https://www.texaspolicy.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Federal-Immigration-Reform-Texas-Style.pdf
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Returning Power Over Immi-
gration to the States
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The Huffines Liberty Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit, non-parti-
san research institute.

Our mission is to advance the cause of  liberty, prosperity, and 
virtue in the State of  Texas by educating citizens so they may hold 

their elected officials accountable.

We look beyond the obvious and develop researched solutions 
based upon the common sense liberty principles of  individual 
rights, fiscal restraint, personal responsibility, limited govern-

ment, and social conservatism.

The Huffines Liberty Foundation encourages and educates citi-
zens so they are better informed to tackle the toughest challenges.

About the Founder
Don Huffines
Former Texas State Senator Donald B. Hu�nes is a strong Christian, 
proud ��h-generation Texan, husband, father, grandfather, and self-
made businessman.

Don Hu�nes fought fearlessly for �scal restraint and government ac-
countability in the Texas State Senate while representing Dallas County.

During his time in the Senate from 2015 to 2019, Senator Hu�nes 
served as the Vice-Chair of the Texas Senate Border Security, Veteran 
A�airs, and Transportation committees. Hu�nes also earned a reputa-
tion as one of Texas’s most conservative lawmakers.

Don Hu�nes founded the Hu�nes Liberty Foundation to promote the 
values we all cherish that make Texas great.


