Universal School Choice: Empowering Parents

to Cut the Chains of Government

The Problem

Government education spending and school
property taxes are out of control. From 2012
to 2022, spending on Texas government
schools increased by 73% ($32.3 billion); this
reflects a 22% increase per student adjusted
forinflation. School property taxes increased
even faster, up 91% ($20.9 billion) over that
period. At the same time, less than half of
Texas government school students exhibit-
ed grade-level proficiency in English, math,
science, and social studies.

School Year | Expenditures | School Tax Levies

201213 $53,356,468,730 = $22,965,265,816
2022-23 $92,414,047,078 $43,947,280,443
Increase $39,057,578,348 | $20,982,014,627

Most Texas children are trapped in these
failing schools and have little hope of finding
better options. School choice would bring
competition to Texas K-12 education and
empower parents to send their children to
better-performing schools. This competition
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would also increase the quality of currently
poor-performing government schools.

Three times in 2023, a majority of the Texas
Legislature opposed efforts to provide par-
ents with greater opportunity to get their
children out of Texas’ high-cost, low-per-
forming government schools. Not only did
the Legislature fail, but the plans they came
up with put billions more of taxpayer dol-
lars into public education than they did into
school choice.
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The massive increase in government edu-
cation funding included in these bills was a
failed attempt to court the support of Legis-
lators controlled by the government school
monopoly. Because Texas politicians must
answer to voters, not to school boards and
education unions, almost all of the Repub-
licans who voted against school choice will

not be returning to Austin in 2024.

The Solution

For school choice to be effective at cutting
the chains of government, it must meet three
key criteria:
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https://tea.texas.gov/finance-and-grants/state-funding/state-funding-reports-and-data/peims-financial-standard-reports
http://; this reflects a 22% increase per student adjusted for inflation. 
http://; this reflects a 22% increase per student adjusted for inflation. 
http://; this reflects a 22% increase per student adjusted for inflation. 
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar-all-results-analysis-2023-2024.pdf

School Choice Should Empower Parents
Education Savings Accounts should put
consumers—parents—in charge of their
children’s education. Parents should be able
to tailor educational services to their child’s
unique needs by selecting from one or more
of a variety of services such as government
schools, private schools, virtual (online) edu-
cation, tutoring, special education, or home-
schooling.

School Choice Should be Universal

All Texas children should be eligible to par-
ticipate in school choice programs. The plans
last year were touted as “universal,” but this
was not true. The funding and other ele-
ments greatly restricted how many students
would have been able to participate. Every
student is as valuable as the next. All of them
should have access to school choice so they

can escape failing government schools and
government indoctrination.

School Choice Should Foster Competition
and Reduce the Cost of Education
Competition increases quality and lowers
the price of everything it touches. The 2023
school choice legislative proposals greatly
increased the cost of education even though
the $10,000 per student funding for school
choice was much less than the $17,966 per
student cost of Texas government schools.
This was because the legislation included
large funding increases for government
schools and allowed most school districts to
keep their funding even if they lost students.
School districts should not be compensated
for students they are not educating. A univer-
sal school choice plan adopted by the Texas
Legislature should save taxpayers money.
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The Huffines Liberty Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit, non-partisan research institute.

Our mission is to advance the cause of liberty, prosperity, and virtue in the State of
Texas by educating citizens so they may hold their elected officials accountable.

We look beyond the obvious and develop researched solutions based upon the com-
mon sense liberty principles of individual rights, fiscal restraint, personal responsibil-
ity, limited government, and social conservatism.

The Huffines Liberty Foundation encourages and educates citizens so they are better
informed to tackle the toughest challenges.
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https://rptsvr1.tea.texas.gov/cgi/sas/broker?_service=marykay&_program=sfadhoc.actual_report_2023.sas&_service=appserv&_debug=0&who_box=&who_list=_STATE
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