Cost of Educating Illegal Aliens in Texas

Government Schools Tops $100 Billion

Introduction

During the Biden Administration, U.S.
Customs and Border Protection averaged
184,103 encounters per month with illegal
aliens along the United States’ Southwest

2025 school year, we estimate the cost to
have been just over $10 billion.

Estimated Cost of Educating lllegal Aliens in Texas
Government Schools
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during 2022-23 when they averaged 213,379 Year (avg,)
per month. During this time, over 8.8 mil- 1992-93 to 1999-00 142,588 | $6,206,633,716
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entries to as many as 10.6 million.

When Donald Trump took office in late Janu-
ary of 2025, everything changed. Most aliens
from around the world stopped trying to
come hereiillegally. Since February of 2025,
President Trump’s first full month in office,
southwest border encounters with illegal
aliens have averaged only 10,823 per month.
In Trump’s first nine months in office, there
were only 97,404 encounters, fewer than any
single month of the Biden Administration
prior to the November 2024 election.

While illegal entries have greatly declined
there are still many ongoing costs, the larg-
est of which is educating illegal aliens in
Texas government schools. As the chart
below shows, it has cost Texans more than
$111 billion since the 1992-2023 school year
to educateillegal aliens in Texas government
schools. For the recently completed 2024-

Why Texans Have to Bear the
Cost of Educating Illegal Immi-
gration

Texans have not always been on the hook
for these costs. In 1975, the Texas Legislature
changed Texas law to allow only “children
who are citizens of the United States or le-
gally admitted aliens” to attend government
schools at no cost (125). A 1980 survey found
that 45 percent of “Texas school districts
with enrollments of 10,000 or more did not
admit undocumented alien children even

on a tuition basis.” At least one district, the
Tyler Independent School District, charged
$1,000 forillegal aliens to attend school in its
district.

This system changed in 1982 when the U.S.
Supreme Court invalidated the Texas law in
a 5-4 decision. The court’s decision, Plyler v.
Doe, was in response to a class action law-
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https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/stats/southwest-land-border-encounters
https://journals.library.wustl.edu/lawreview/article/3982/galley/20815/view/

suit filed on behalf of “school-age children of
Mexican origin residing in Texas who could
not establish that they had been legally
admitted into the United States.” The five
justices in the majority held that the Texas
law “violates the Equal Protection Clause of
the Fourteenth Amendment.” In his dissent,
Chief Justice Burger wrote, “the Constitution
does not ... vest in this Court the authority to
strike down laws because they do not meet
our standards of desirable social policy, ‘wis-
dom, or ‘common sense.

Estimating the Cost of
Educating Illegal Aliens

Neither the state of Texas or school districts
track the number of illegal aliens attending
public schools, so the best we can do is esti-
mate the cost of educating them.

The estimates above are based on the num-
ber of English as a Second Language (ESL)
students enrolled in Texas schools, which
the Texas Education Agency does report.
From school years 1992-1993 through 2019-
2020, we estimate that one-third of ESL
students areillegal aliens. From 2020-21
through 2024-25, we estimate that 40% of
ESL students areillegal aliens. The increase
is because as illegal immigration rapidly
increased during the Biden Administration, a
greater percentage of non-English speaking
students will be illegal aliens rather than,
say, children born in America of illegal alien
parents.

Itis possible that this cost will decrease
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over time as illegal immigration slows. For
example, students enrolled in ESL program
declined slightly in 2024-2025. This decline
could continue if voluntary and forced de-
portations increase over the next few years.
With an average annual cost of more than $9
billion over the last four years, the decline
will have to be significant and ongoing be-
fore Texans experience much relief. To allevi-
ate some of these costs, Texas should:

+ Require proof of citizenship status for stu-
dents and parents of students

+ Require Texas school districts to count
and report all non-citizen students and all
children of noncitizens

+ Challenge Plylerv. Doe by placing a mor-
atorium on enrollment of new and/or all
illegal aliens in government schools until
the U.S. government reimburses the costs

Conclusion

Texas taxpayers have carried the financial
burden of illegal entries for decades, spend-
ing more than $111 billion since 1992 and
over $10 billion last year alone on educating
illegal aliens in government schools. Even
with illegal entries declining under President
Trump, the long-term costs created by years
of open border policies remain. To regain
control of these expenses, Texas must de-
mand transparency, accurate reporting, and
the courage to challenge policies like Plyler
v. Doe that created this burden. Texas must
take action to protect taxpayers, restore
accountability, and bring sanity back to our
government education system.


https://www.uscourts.gov/educational-resources/educational-activities/access-education-rule-law
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